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About this event  

Course Title:  

 

Getting Ready to Teach the new Edexcel AS & A-level Geography specifications 
 

Course Code:  

 

15GBAG05 

 

 

 

Agenda 

 

10:00 - Overview of content and assessment 
 

10:15 - Supporting great geography teaching: free and published resources 
 

[10.50am - Break] 
 

11:00 - Planning to deliver the new specifications  
 

11:45 - Practical guidance on new areas of subject content. 
 

[12.30am - Lunch] 
 

13:00 - Practical guidance for planning high quality fieldwork and integrating GIS into 

teaching, delivered by [tbc] 
 

14:15 - Understanding the new GCE assessment requirements 
 

14:30 - Practical guidance on approaching new types of questions 
 

15:20 - Your questions and further support 

 
 

This event has been designed to support you in your first teaching of the new Edexcel AS & 

A-level Geography specifications. We’ve used this opportunity of curriculum change to 

redesign a qualification that is engaging and relevant to today’s geographers – a 

qualification that enables your students to explore the world, the challenges it faces and 

their own place in it, and to help prepare them to succeed in their chosen pathway. 

 

Beyond this event, our subject advisor service, led by Jon Wolton, and online communities, 

will ensure you continue to receive help and guidance from us and that you can share 

ideas and information with other teachers. You can sign up to receive e-newsletters from 

Jon to keep up to date with qualifications and product and service news. 

 

Learn more at qualifications.pearson.com 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

For reference: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Free support 

• GCE Geography ‘Getting Started’ Guide 

• Editable 2 year course planner 

• Mapping guides comparing the 2008 and 

2016 specifications 

• Editable schemes of work for every topic 

• Topic booklets for every topic 

Published resources 

• ActiveLearn Digital Service 

• Lesson plans linked to the Edexcel 

schemes of work 

• Differentiation ideas 

Free support 

• Field-trip and data skills worksheets 

• Case studies of good fieldwork practice 

• Maths for Geography guide 

• GIS lesson plans and worksheets 

Published resources 

• Student Book designed for the new spec 

(available as Kindle editions) 

• ActiveLearn Digital Service 

• Front-of-class Student Books 

• Worksheets 

• End-of-unit assessments 

Free support 

• Additional specimen papers 

• Student exemplars, exam 

commentaries, guidance on common 

literacy issues  

• .esultsPlus 

• examWIzard 

Published resources 

• Advice from assessment experts 

• Contextualised exam questions 

• Annotated sample answers 

• Exam tips 

Planning 
Teaching 

Assessment 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 1 – Support Share 

 

Purpose: 

 To get more familiar with the Edexcel GCSE Geography A website 

 To meet other delegates and share ideas on how best to support your students 

 

For this activity, you will require some post-it notes and a pen.  

 

Which resources have you found or think you are likely to find useful in the lead up to teaching the 

new Edexcel qualifications? 

 

On three separate post-it notes write down: 

1. What free resource(s) do you find the most useful? 

2. What published resource(s) do you find most useful? 

3. What sort of extra support do you think you’ll need? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 2 – Skills Audit 

 

Purpose: 

 To identify CPD needs in terms of the geographical, mathematics and 

statistics skills that are included in the specification. 

For this activity, you will require some post-it notes and a pen.  

 

Which geographical skills (refer to pages 90-91 in the specification) are you more/less confident at 

delivering within a scheme of learning? 

 

On three separate post-it notes write down: 

1. What do you think your strengths are? 

2. What are your concerns/questions? 

3. What sort of support do you think you’ll need? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 3 – Which time of the year would you choose for fieldwork? 

 

Purpose: 

 To consider appropriate times in the school calendar for field-trips 

Look at copies of the calendar below and note down any areas that might be appropriate in your 

school context. Once you have considered the course planners (next page) you will want to begin 

discussing these dates with colleagues and pencilling them into the school diary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 4 – Planning your course? 

 

Purpose: 

 To consider possible delivery models for the specification over two or three years. 

Look at copies of the course planner, digest and discuss in small groups/pairs, and then feedback 

on the following questions: 

  

Q Do you need to co-teach the AS and A-level qualifications? Which options will you teach for 

topics 2, 4 and 8? 

Q In what order will you teach the topics? Will you teach any of topics 5-8 in the first year? 

Q How will you integrate the skills and synoptic themes throughout your teaching? 

Q Which place contexts are you going to use? Will you group some together to make fewer, 

larger case studies? 

Q Where will you go for fieldwork? Will students collect data for their independent 

investigations on these field-trips?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 5 – Consider new teaching of Shaping Places 

 

Purpose: 

 To consider the theories, processes or concepts that students may find challenging 

Look at pages 29-34 in the A-level specification. What might your students find difficult when 

studying: 

 Place? 

 Culture? 

 Regeneration or Diversity? 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

MyWalks 

Talk about your walk 
 
What did you see when you walked outside today? Did you notice anything new or different? In fact, did you 
notice anything at all? 

A team of academics from Northumbria University’s Divisions of Geography and Environmental Management 
within the School of Applied Sciences have been asking just this, as a new website, entitled ‘mywalks’ is 
launched this week.  Mywalks is a project designed to encourage people to open their eyes to the ‘hidden’, 
perhaps less glamorous corners of their towns and cities; basically the things around you: the man-hole 
cover, the tower block, the back lane....  ‘Switch off your mp3 players and look around’ is the message – 
don’t rely on ‘experts’ to tell you what is worth looking at or appreciating; break away from the tourist trail, 
which directs people to admire a parade of ‘landmarks’ in any city or town, and engage with the less 
obviously picturesque sights (or in some cases, the downright ugly…). The original aim of the ‘mywalks’ 
project was to get Northumbria students to view their immediate environments from a different perspective, 
and to appreciate that geography is everywhere around them. The idea has since grown into the ‘mywalks’ 
website – where everyone can now share ‘their walk’ and the experiences they encounter, with others. 

Dr Duncan Fuller, ‘mywalks’ project leader, said: “'Mywalks' is about re-engaging with our immediate urban, 
day-to-day, city, country, local, taken-for-granted environments and geographies. We all too often ‘autopilot’ 
on iPods, get into our cars and turn the stereo up, dash from place to place, and so focus on where we're 
going, and not where we actually are – and what is there. So as an antidote to this we came up with the idea 
of ‘mywalks’ - to encourage us to pay more attention to the streets, places, and spaces we walk through.  

 “We want people to think about what makes them look and listen, what they think is interesting, what 
disgusts them, what makes them smile, what makes them look again, what intrigues them, in fact just 
whatever comes into their minds when they’re out and about – and then we want them to tell us about it on 
the mywalks website through text, pictures, or even via an audio-recording of their thoughts. 

“The ‘mywalks’ website also ties in with work that Northumbria University has recently been heavily involved 
in, from exploring graffiti and urban art, to discovering and mapping England’s most tranquil areas. We want 
people to tune into their environments and then tell us how they feel about them. Finding and enjoying the 
qualities of places which generate excitement, outrage, tranquillity and peace is something that all of us can 
participate in, not just be told about” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Downloaded from the ‘Fieldwork and local learning’ section of the RGS website: 
www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools 

www.rgs.org/OurWork/Schools


 
 

 
 

 

Activity 6 – Consider new teaching of The Carbon Cycle & Energy 

Security 

 

Purpose: 

 To reflect on current teaching of development 

 To consider the theories, challenges or concepts that students may find 

challenging 

Look at pages 46-50 in the A-level specification. What might your students find difficult when 

studying: 

 The carbon cycle? 

 Energy security? 

 The global climate system? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Challenges and Opportunities post 2016 

Changes to specifications and assessment bring challenges and opportunities for teaching. 

What excites and what worries you about Edexcel’s new model for fieldwork?  

 

I am excited about….. The Opportunities are…. I am concerned about…. The challenges are…. 

  

 

Share these with someone sitting near you (preferably not from the same school) 

Are you both excited, or both concerned about the same things? 

 

Join up with another pair and share with them – can you summarise the challenges and 

opportunities into some common themes? 

  



 
 

 
 

 

A Date in The Diary  

In your current AS and A Levels what fieldwork do you do and when? 

Residential field trips or day trips? How many occasions? How long? Are those self-taught or taught 

by an external provider? 

When is the best time for you to do your fieldwork for the new AS and A Levels? For your school 

what would be the pros and cons of fieldwork in each half term? 
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Planning A Dual Purpose Field Trip at Year 12 

How do you ensure your year 12 fieldwork meets needs of both the AS exam and prepares them for 

the Individual investigation?  

 

Fieldwork For AS Exams Fieldwork to Prepare for 

Individual Investigations 

MUST 

INCLUDE 

  MUST 

INCLUDE 

SHOULD 

INCLUDE 

  SHOULD 

INCLUDE 

COULD 

INCLUDE 

  COULD 

INCLUDE 



 
 

 
 

 

Fieldwork Through The Key Stages 

Think about all of the fieldwork you currently do across all levels – KS3, KS4, AS and A2.  
 

Q How do you ensure progression in fieldwork skills? 

Q How to engage your students in the enquiry process? 
 

Where do you go? Why do you go? What do you do? What do the learners do? What did they learn? What 

did they find out? Who planned it? 
 

Q Does the fieldwork you do change from KS3 to A Level?  

Q What is similar or different across the different levels? 
 

KS3  

KS4  

AS  

A2  



 
 

 
 

 

The Sundial Model – A Learning Journey   From Grundtvig Project Sundial  

The learning journey model can be applied to learning in every setting, from formal and informal 

education, to finding out things in every day life. The learning journey fits with the process of 

student led enquiry – by developing skills at all stages of the learning journey we develop students 

ability to ask questions, find out answers, and apply those answers to other settings or scenarios – 

all valuable geographical skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 7 – ‘Familiar’ and ‘Unfamiliar’ fieldwork contexts 

 

Purpose: 

 To consider how to prepare students for the unfamiliar fieldwork context 

questions 

ii) The student wanted to analyse their environmental quality scores, and decided the chi-squared 
test was not appropriate. 
State two reasons why this type of data is not appropriate for chi-squared analysis. 

(2) 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 8 – The AS Synoptic Questions 

 

Purpose: 

 To consider the AS extended response synoptic questions 

Assessment activity – Q.4 on p.18 (resources on p.36-37 of the SAMs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q What content from Dynamic Landscapes relates to this question? 

Q What are the main deductions to be made using figures 4, 4A & 4C? 

Q Using these deductions, how important were the different physical processes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Activity 9 – A-level synoptic questions: Paper 3 

Purpose: 

 To consider the A-level extended response synoptic questions in Paper 3 

Assessment activity – Q.6 on p.141 (resources on p.146-156 of the SAMs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, the question focuses on ‘natural resources’: 

Q What synoptic themes does this question and resource booklet relate to? (slides 31-32) 

 

Second, your (AO3) skills marks: 

Q What does the resource booklet tell you about how people and the environment in the 

Congo, DRC and Angola are affected by the use of natural resources? 

 

Finally, your knowledge (AO1) and application (AO2) marks 

Q How do mining and extraction generally affect people and the environment? What are the 

arguments for resources being a curse in the Congo Basin, and the arguments for resources 

being a blessing? 



 
 

 
 

 

PERSONAL LEARNING 

 

Things to do: 

  

  

  

  

  

 

Things to avoid doing: 

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

Your ideas: 

 

 


