The key features of Pearson Edexcel AS and A level English Language

We have consulted with those that know most about the with experts such as Professor Urszula Clark at Aston University

subject: teachers, subject associations and our partners in to produce a Language Transition Unit, which will introduce Englist,
Higher Education, in order to produce specifications that will students to key language terminology and concepts, bridging Language
prepare students for the research and study skills required of the gap between GCSE and AS and A level.

them in higher education and the workplace. We have worked

Our approach offers students opportunities to engage with the great Together, the creative writing and language investigation components
variety of English in use, and to consider some critical language debates. give students maximum opportunity to develop their particular

‘« How does language vary according to the place it is used, not only language specialism in their second year of study.

geographically, but also socially and culturally? ‘@ Students interested in journalism might select to write newspaper articles
for their coursework, followed by language and journalism for their

‘2 How has language changed over time? : .
investigation component.

“ ? i ?
« Does my own language use vary? When does this happen and why? ‘a Students interested in law might choose to produce speeches for their

‘@ What role does language have in making me who | am? Does it reflect or coursework, followed by language and power for their investigation component.

construct my identity”? ‘e Students interested in story writing might choose to produce short stories

showcasing a specific accent or dialect for their coursework, followed by
regional language variation for their investigation component.

English language study should not only introduce students to how language
is used, but it should also develop their ability to use and craft language
themselves; to cultivate their own distinct creative voice. We have retained
the creative writing coursework tasks to give students plenty of

creative opportunities.

‘e The AS specification has been designed to be entirely co-teachable
with the first year of a two-year A level course.

‘« All the AS topics appear in the A level specification, so there is no
requirement to make decisions around AS and A level routes prior to the

start of the course.

Developing research, investigation and analytical skills is excellent preparation

for further study or entering the workplace. Our Investigating Language

component introduces students to these skills in a manageable way,

appropriate to the demands of A level study. ‘e Holistic mark schemes allow examiners to mark the students’ work in
the same way as it was written - as a single cohesive piece of writing,

‘a A choice of five engaging topic areas. with the response to each Assessment Objective integrated throughout.
‘e Pre-released subtopics every January, to focus on a specific area

‘a We want students to be able to focus on giving their best response to
of research.

their exam question, not on trying to remember how many marks are
‘a Guidance on primary and secondary data sources, as well as attributed to each Assessment Objective.
appropriate wider reading.




A level assessment at a glance

A level (first assessment: summer 2017)

Component 1:

Language Variation

Component 2:
Child Language

Component 3:
Investigating Language

Coursework:
Crafting Language

Students study:

‘@ register and how language varies
depending on mode, field, function and
audience

‘@ how language choices can create
personal identities

‘@ language variation in English from ¢1550 (the
beginnings of Early Modern English) to the
present day.

Section A - Individual Variation (30 marks)
One compulsory question on two linked
unseen texts/data.

Section B - Variation Over Time (30 marks)
One compulsory question on two thematically
linked unseen texts, from two different
periods.

English
Language

Specification ___ ____ ..o - - p
7I£;s;n7EEe;r;l Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Language (9ENO)
First teaching from September 2015 —

First certification from 2017

ALWAYS LEARNING

Students study:

‘@ spoken language acquisition and how
children learn to write between the ages of
Oand 8

‘@ the relationship between spoken language
acquisition and literacy skills that children
are taught, including the beginnings of
reading

‘@ appropriate theories of children’s language
development.

One compulsory essay question based on a
set of unseen data — either spoken or written.

PEARSON

Students will select a research focus from
five topic areas:

‘@ Global English

‘@ Language and Gender Identity
‘@ Language and Journalism

‘@ Language and Power

‘@ Regional Language Variation.

A subtopic for each topic area will be
pre-released in the January prior to the
summer examination.

Students will:

‘@ develop their research and investigation
skills

‘e undertake a focused investigation

‘@ consolidate their knowledge of language
frameworks and key language concepts

‘@ develop their personal language specialism.

Section A (75 marks)
One question on an unseen text related to
their chosen subtopic.

Section B (30 marks)

One evaluative essay question drawing
upon the knowledge acquired from their own
investigation.

Students will:
‘@ research a selected genre

‘@ demonstrate their skills as writers within
their selected genre, crafting texts for
different audiences and/or purposes

‘@ reflect on their research and writing in a
commentary.

Assignment 1 (30 marks)

Two pieces of original writing from the same
genre, differentiated by function and/or
audience.

Assignment 2 (20 marks)
One commentary, reflecting on the two pieces
they have produced.

Advisory word count is 1500-2000 words for
the original writing and 1000 words for the
commentary.




AS assessment at a glance

AS (first assessment: summer 2016)

Component 1: Language:
Context and Identity

v'50 marks &0 50% weighting ® 1 hour 30 mins v'50 marks 50 50% weighting ® 1 hour 30 mins

Students study:

‘@ the range of contexts in which language is
produced and received

‘@ how the contexts of production and reception
affect language choices

‘@ how writers/speakers present themselves to
their audience in a variety of modes

‘@ how the language of writers/speakers reflects
and constructs their identity or identities.

Section A - Language and Context (25 marks)
One compulsory question on a small set of
thematically-linked unseen data.

Section B - Language and Identity (25 marks)
One compulsory question on unseen
21st century texts.

Component 2: Child Language

Students study:

‘@ the development of both speech and writing
in children between the ages of 0 and 8

‘@ how language development is influenced by
the function and context of language used

‘@ appropriate theories of children’s language
development

‘@ producing writing for different functions and
audiences.

Question 1 (20 marks)
Creative response to one short piece of unseen
written data.

Question 2 (30 marks)
Response to one longer set of unseen
spoken data.

Additional free resources for AS and A level

Language Transition Unit

Of all the English A level subjects, the step up from GCSE is perhaps the most challenging
in English Language. Our free online transition unit, produced in collaboration with
Professor Urszula Clark at Aston University, includes engaging and interesting
language topics where students are introduced to some of the key language terminology

and concepts.

Getting Started Teacher Guide

‘e Written by a range of experts in the field of English Language, Linguistics and

English Studies.

‘e Provides background information and key concepts for both teachers and students.

‘a Includes introductions to each of the areas of study within the AS and A level

specifications.

‘e Includes examples of wider reading to support delivery of each topic.

Approaches to co-teaching Pearson
Edexcel AS and A level English
Language

Our specifications have been designed so you can co-teach AS and A level
students in the same class, with the same teaching topics. All AS topics
appear in the A level specification, so there is no requirement to make
decisions around AS and A level routes prior to the start of the course.

Example of content for the delivery of a co-taught AS and A level cohort

‘@ Language in Context ‘@ Historical Variation

‘@ Language and Identity ‘@ Research and investigation skills

‘“a Child Language Acquisition ‘@ Crafting Language coursework

Teachers may wish to begin preparation for the coursework with A level two-year
students towards the end of year one, whilst the AS students prepare for their
AS examinations.

Only teaching A level classes?

Whilst the specifications are co-teachable, if you decide not to enter your
A level students for the AS exams you can approach the course content in
any order, as best suits your students.

How are they assessed?

AS and A level content will be assessed to a different standard, appropriate to

the level of study. Students who sit the AS exams and then continue to the full

A level will be assessed on their AS content again, at the end of their course of
study, to the A level standard.



A level Sample Assessment Materials

Pap_er 1. Language Variation
Section A: Individual Variation

SECTION A: Individual Variation
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Section B: Variation over Time

SECTION B: Variation over Time

Read Texts Cand D on
pages 6-9 of the source booklet befo i
- re i
in the space provided. answering Question 2

2 Texts C and D raise issues about the state of the theatres
Evaluate
the ways that both texts demonstrate how language has changed over time
You sh |
ould refer to any relevant language frameworks and levels, as well as social,

cultural and other contextual factors.
(30)

Students will respond to one
question, based on two pieces

Source Booklet gff;[hematically linked data from
ifferent times.

SECTION B: Variation over Time
In each of these texts an actor raises issues publicly about the state of the theatres during
the period in which the address was given.

Text C

This text is from a pamphlet printed in 1643 in which an anonymous actor complains to
Phoebus (the classical god of poetry and music) about a law that banned the performance of
stage plays in London. The government regarded theatres as centres of sin and corruption.

Complaint, for the Silencing of their Profession, and
banishment from their severall PLAY-HOUSES.

and languishing to death under the burthen of a long
and (for ought wee know) an everlasting restraint, we the Comedians, Tragedians and
Actors of all sorts and sizes belonging to the famous private and publike Houses within
the City of London the Suburbs thereof, to you great Phoebus, and you sacred Sisters, the
sole Patronesses of our distressed Calling, doe we in all humility present this our humble
and lamentable complaint, by whose intersession* to those powers who confined us to
silence, wee hope to be restored to our pristine honour and imployment.
all the audience that have frequented the private Houses of
Black-Friers, the Cock-Pit and Salisbury Court, without austerity, wee have purged our
Stages from all obscene and scurrilous jests; such as might either be guilty of corrupting
the manners, or defaming the persons of any men of note in the City or Kingdome;
that we have endevoured, as much as in us lies, to instruct one another in the true and
genuine Art of acting, to represse bawling and railing®, formerly in great request, and
for to suite our language and action to the more gentile and naturall garbe* of the
times; ... and to our praise be it spoken, we were for the most part very well reformed,
few of us keeping, or being rather kept by our Mistresses, betooke ourselves wholy to
our wives, observing the (matrimoniall vow of chastity; yet for all these conformities and
reformations, wee were by authority (to which wee in all humility submit) restrained from
the practice of our Profession; that Profession which had before maintained us in comely
and convenient Equipage®; some of us by it meerely being inabled to keep Horses
(though not Whores) is now condemned to a perpetuall, at least a very long temporary
silence, and wee left to live upon our shifts*, or the expence of our former gettings*,
to the great impoverishment and utter undoing of ourselves, wives, children, and
dependants; besides which, is of all other our extremest grievance, that Playes being put
downe under the name of publike recreations; other publike recreations of farre more
harmfull consequence permitted, still to stand in status quo prius*, namely, that Nurse
of barbarisme and beastlinesse, the Bear-Garden, whereupon there usuall dayes those
Demy-Monster, are baited by bandogs®,... boystrous Butchers, cutting Coblers, hard-
handed Masons and the like,... pick-pockets, which in an age are not heard of any of our
Houses, repairing thither, and other disturbers of the publike peace, which dare not be
seen in our civill and well-governed Theatre, where none use to come but the best of the

Nobility and Gentry.
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A level Sample Assessment Materials
Paper 2: Child Language

Read Text A in the source booklet before answering Question 1 in the space provided

Analyse how Thomas and his
_ parents use language to interact with
the role this could have in shaping language development th each other and

In your response you should consi
! ider any rel
R Gl y relevant language frameworks, levels and

Students will respond
to one question based

Source Booklet
upon EITHER written OR

spoken data.
TextA
is i i i his parents. It was T .
This is a transcript of a conversation between Thomas (aged 4 years) and ts. It ( : yeah lam () it not start
recorded in the family home. Thomas has been away from nursery because of a minor illness. /wedi/ and getting /geés/“gu/rf\/l)/ Yet because /koz/ we /we/ just /dsus/ gettin )
At the start of the transcript he is playing with @ model bus. T 0 W8/ coats on so him looking /lskin/for a seat (?;)eady
d omas (.) The
MARK KEY . omas () do you want to read?
//// T oyes
e
l F =Father \ T=Thomas lM/=M°ther// F: erm () tiger who came to tea what happens in th
/// i ns in that
linguistic features /_/ key phonemic T: iterm the tiger (2) one
//overlap [} paralinguistic transcription®
////// F: what did he do? (4) di
. N ?(4) did h N
i (3) longer pause (number of | 7 riging intonation o7 ¢ e eat everything in the house?
\ () micro pause seconds indicated) L_/ T: 1 don't know ouse?
//’/
*The English Phonemic Reference Sheet has been included to help you understand the F: would you like a tiger to come in?
key phonemic transcriptions. T no/ms/
F: so () how areyou today? F: whynot?
T: mm brilliant /zljont/ .
el " T: oyou/u;/ mean my little /tkal/ house?
2 di u are not feeling very weill! . _ ?
F: did yousay yo g very F: come in your little ho//
T: erm () 1said ()1 ()am /@m/ ()am feeling /fiwin/ well ™
° /lyes
3 ¢ i today?
F: what's wrong with you today F: would there be room? (3
T: erm () nothing T yeah
F: why have you opened the door? F: would
: ou (. )
o to eat7y u () what would you do with a tiger? () would -
T: so people can go inside ? ) would you give him anything
g ideaisn'ti T: there lot:
M: that's a good ideaisn't it? ots /rots/ of () there /dea/ is ()
N .) there /wea/ i .
. space for a t- () tiger but /ba/ the /dz/ roof / Weeg is () there /des/ is lots /wbts/of
F: yeah F there! u:f/ is not long enough
* there’s lots of space but the roof’s not lon:
T: yeah T: yesbut th g enough?
: ere is a lot
F: did you change anything else? . /wot/ of space//
T: yes ()| change /fetn/ that /dat/ //in the house
T: yeah
F: OK () what's that? I
‘ at would you gi i
T: that ste () that's steering wheel  lwould you give the tiger to eat?
:+ lwould /wisd/ give /e .
F: have you got a driver there? i 91/ him roast /waust/ beef microwaved /maiwerv/ roast beef
* microwaved roast beef? ri . ef
T: yeah () tiger to read? ? right () that's interesting () do you think it's a good book
M: you haven't got any children on it (1) have you? T yes
T: nos/J/ () nos /j/ () no not yet F: why (3)
F: are you going to put children on it after T er
F: what s it that you like about it?
3 Advanced GCE in English Language ___
z:ranr;;";‘::::rﬂeﬁﬁmri;: e 1 :::o:ilvs\ber 5140 Pearson Education Limited 2014 r J
Pearson Ed
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T: yes
F: what are you doing tomorrow? are you going to nursery?
T: yes going to nursery

F: |thought you were staying at home because//

T //well | are staying /stern/ at home /hau/

't go when you have a cold () what are you going to

F: you'll miss nursery but you can’
do now?

T: yust () just Jdgus/ go bed

Paper 3. Investigating Language

Section A

current opinion articles?

Topic: Language and Journalism
Subtopic: Opinion Articles
3 Read the data provided on pages 8-9 of the source booklet.

To what extent is Text C representative of the ways in which language is used in

Students will respond to

data selected from their
studied pre-release topic.

Source Booklet

TextC
Topic: Language and Journalism

Subtopic: Opinion Articles

1 The Guardian, Sunday 20 January 2013 20.00 GMT

Dream of it.

sophisticate, you.

This text is written by the writer and broadcaster, Charlie Brooker, and was published on The
Guardian newspaper website. He is writing about concerns over processed food in England.

A big lump of horse ran into your burger?
Don’t wave it around or everyone'll want one

We worry too much about food in this country. That's probably why we throw so
much away. This wasn't always the case. Take a stroll back in time to the 1920s:
look around this jerky black-and-white world. No one cares what they eat, so long
as they are eating something. They scratch in the mud all day so they can gnaw
their blackened fingernails for sustenance in the evening. Peas are exotic. Battered
potatoes a lah-di-dah delicacy. These people dream of a horsemeat value burger.

and papier-maché i
r ¢ , packed into boxe
either trying not to think about it orS iy

piled high for econom
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(o] i '
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burger - lashings and lashings of pig ecause that's what you look for in a Ia'::;ket

Today, a cheery splash of errant horse DNA in our mechanically recovered meat
product and we indignantly vomit in protest. But then cheap food disgusts us in

general. In 2013 arange of unofficial food laws requires every British citizen to
pretend to be a distinguished gourmet 24 hours a day. As recently as the late 1990s it
was still A-OK to walk down the street bunging Salt'n’Vinegar Chipsticks down your
shouthole. Now it's illegal. Chipsticks are illegal. Even thinking about Chipsticks is
illegal. You're breaking the law right now. Also, you really want some Chipsticks.

There are loopholes. Contemporary snack food often disguises itself as something
hoity-toity and respectable. Bye-bye Chipsticks, hello thrice-cooked chippalettoes
in sober packaging adorned with tasteful font choices and words like “artisan” and
“finest”: the hand-picked organic figleaf of respectability. You still shovel them
down your neck like you're conducting a suicide-bombing campaign against your
own arteries, but you do so while watching Borgen instead of Take Me Out, you

The great minced horse scandal of 2013 has been focused on “value” burgers, which
means while many are disgusted, few can be entirely surprised. As a consumer, you
implicitly understand that each time you buy a“value” meat product you are entering
into a gentleman’s agreement with the producer. Your end of the deal: you won't ask
awkward questions and you'll swallow as fast as you can. Their end: they'll program
their slaughtering robots to pick out any visible toenails and mince the eyelids so
finely you won't feel the lashes tickling your throat on the way down. You pai
and ate something vaguely carcass-flavoured: you're fully aware you're eating meat
regurgitated through a sieve in the Twilight Zone. You know damn well the tuppenny
beef disc you're chewing consists of sinewy globules and bloody tumours sluiced off
2 malformed skeleton by a high-pressure hose in a flyblown abattoir, smashed into
patties by an automated fist-pounding machine, bulked out with sawdust and fishfood

I

B pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in English Language
Sample Assessment Materials - lssue | ~ November 2014 © Pearson Education Limited 2014

Section B

Topic: Language and Journalism
Subtopic: Opinion Articles
8 Journalism today is becoming too opinionated and offensive.

Discuss this statement with reference to your own research

You should consider:
« relevant language frameworks
- any relevant social, historical and cultural factors.

Students will respond
to one question on their
studied pre-release

topic, drawing upon
examples from their
own research.




AS Sample Assessment Materials

Paper 1: Language: Context and Identity
Section A

SECTION A: Language and Context

Read Texts A-C on pages 3-5 of the source booklet before answering Question 1
in the space provided.

1 Texts A-C are all forms of birthday greetings drawn from different contexts.

Analyse and compare how contextual factors affect language choices in these texts.

Students will
respond to

You should refer to any relevant language frameworks and levels to support your

answer and consider:
one set of

- mode thematically

. field‘ linked data.
. function

audience.

Source Booklet
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Section B

SECTION B: Language and Identity

Read Text D on pages 6-7 of the source booklet before answering Question 2
in the space provided.

2 Analyse how the company ‘method’ presents itself in Text D.

You should refer to any relevant language frameworks and levels to support your
answer and consider:

«  mode
. field
. function

« audience.
(25)

Source Booklet

—

CTION B: Language and Identity ]
) Students will
TextD
respond to one
This text is from a bottle of bathroom cleaner manufactured b_y the company, rmerhotcfi].e'rrf;i . p .
cleaner was bought in November 20 13. The photographs are included to show how q u eS‘t ey —
the bottle. .

appears on plece of d ata.

hello, we're method.

we are people against dirty®. in_ your
hand, you hold the power to join us in the
good fight. the fight to make our planet,

and homes, a cleaner place. we are
passionate  believers in the Cr'adle to
Cradle® design philosophy, meaning that

each one of our products has a past and a
future. that's why we make our bottle's
from old bottles and our non-toxic
cleaners are biodegradable. it’s also why
every material we use is assgssed by
independent  scientists for environmental
quality + safety for people. because we
believe that cleaning products can put
the hurt on dirt without doing harm to
people, creatures or the planet.. they can
even smell like rainbows. it might sound
like a tall order but were a small
passionate bunch with big ambitions.

we believe that anywhere
you wear a towel should
remind you of a spa

find another
use for your
elbow grease.

the bathroom is where you get sparkling
clean, so shouldn't your bath + tiles be 'the
same? we think so. put an end to icky
grime and get a spa-inspired clean _by
using our non-toxic pathroom cleaner with
powergreen® technology the naturally
derived formula easily dissolves soap scum
+ pesky stains, so you do less scrubbing.

easy to use: spray, wipe, stand back and admire.

for use on most sealed surfaces.

psst: it’s always a good idea to test in
an inconspicuous place first.
Pearson Edexcel Leve
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AS Sample Assessment Materials
Paper 2: Child Language

Question 1

Answer ALL questions.

Read Text A on page 5 of the source booklet before answering Question 1 in the

space provided below.

1 Produce an article for a magazine called ‘The Linguist’ analysing and exploring
Georgia’s spelling development. The article is part of a series charting Georgia’s
language development aimed at A Level English Language students.

In your answer you should:

use an appropriate writing style

write with accuracy and control

write to engage your audience

introduce relevant theories and research

focus on language frameworks and levels as appropriate.

Students will
respond to one
question, crafting

their response
appropriately for the
given audience, form
and/or purpose.

Source Booklet

Text A

This text is written by Georgia (aged 7) and was produced at school. She is describing a toy.

This question
will always be

based on a
small example

Typed version

My toy is a marryanet. It

is from the check rPublick.
It has blond hair and a

Pink dress. My toy does not
need batteries. My toy can
walk. It has a smily face.
My toy is hard and ruth.
My toy can danss.

of written data.

Question 2

space provided below.

months and 3 years 6 months in Texts B to D.

«  phonology

+ morphology
«  lexis

+ syntax

. discourse.

Read Texts B to D on pages 67 of the source booklet before answering Question 2 in the
2 Analyse the way Eleanor’s spoken language has developed between the ages of 22

You should refer to the following language frameworks and levels as appropriate:

Students will respond to
one question analysing

children’s spoken

Source Booklet

language development.

—

[ Text C

Aged 26 months

Texts B, Cand D
These texts are all examples of Eleanor interacting with her relatives at home.

KEY

M = mother | G = grandmother

E = Eleanor

/_/ key phonemic

transcription® l () micro pause

[_] paralinguistic features

(3) longer pause (number of 7 rising intonation

seconds indicated) speech

// overlapping/simultane

0us

* The English Phonemic Reference Sheet has been included to help you understand the
key phonemic transcriptions.
TextB

Aged 22 months

M: it's granny say hello granny Eleanor

G: hiya Eleanor

M: say hello say hiya

G: hiya

E: hello granny /leu gwaent/ cuddle /kadu/ granny /gwant/ cuddle yoghurt /dogst/
[points at fridge]

M: do you want some yoghurt? have some more stew

E: [shakes head] finished have some [points at M’s plate]

M: that's mummy’s this is yours this is Eleanor’s

E: help [holds out bowl]

This question
will always
be based on

spoken data.

Y511 Images: 123 RF Liliia Rudchenko, Oxana Morozova, Viktoriia Kulish

G: hello Eleanor
E: hello granny /lous gwaeni/
G: what are you doing?
E: riding bike and /an/ buggy
G: are you riding you bike and your buggy
E: yes/je/ (5)and go swings park and /en/ feed the /o/ ducks
G: you're going to the swings park? and feeding the ducks?
E: yes (5) bye bye granny OK see you later
TextD

Aged 3 years 6 months
E: sheep the /d3/ sheeps the /de/ goat and the /89/ dogs
M: right
E: in to the /8a/ box
M: oh are you not going to have sheep on your farm
E: no
M: why

E: Idon't want to

M: why not?
E: because (1.0) it's my animals and | an | maked the decision /d1f1zn/
M: oh yeah that's true

E: But /but/ | don't want () sheep
M: OK

E: oragoat

M: but | thought you liked lambs

E: no theyre sheep

M: right

E: but/but/ () | don't want sheep on the farm

M: OK so what animals have you got on your farm

E: I got pigs cows horses /hosiz/ and ducks (0.5) and cows






