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Arciic

The Arctic is home to wintry scenes of white and ice cold deep
blue seas. Under the overall project theme, | decided to
explore one of the many subtopic options which were the
Arctic! Before carrying out any primary or secondary research,
| had a few ideas in mind about colour schemes, possible
artists to research and techniques which may link nicely. In
order to develop ideas for my focus on the Arctic, | will
research textures, shapes, patterns and colours using the
internet, collecting a range of inspirational images. After
secondary research, | will photograph my own Arctic scene
possibly freezing water mixed with blue food colouring fo
create finy versions of icebergs. In terms of artists, | plan to look
at Olivia Hardman and Ruth Singer who are well known for
their beautiful fabric manipulation, and also new artists or
designers whose work links to the Arctic. When thinking about
possible techniques, | would like to experiment more with
crochet and wrapping in an icy blue/grey colour scheme.
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The arfists which have been the most influential so far in my arctic project are Olivia Hardman and Burberry. | admire
Olivia's technique of layering, stitching and fraying creating repetition of parallel lines, on the other hand the Burberry
2017 collection caught my eye due to the large scale crochet work, as well as the neutral colour scheme which features
in many of their garments. Looking back at the samples | have created, | would say that the most successful is a
wrapping piece inspired by Tanvi Kant. This is due to how well the blues, greens and greys blend together through the
use of leffover strips of calico cotton, with the addifion of textured and fine yarns/threads. | also find that as the wraps
are all different thicknesses and lengths, their imperfections link effectively to a frozen waterfall in the arcfic.

At the start of the project, | carried out both primary and secondary research which consisted of inspirational
photographs, choosing the arctic as an overall theme | focused on icicles, the snow, icebergs and also up close texiures
of frost and cracked ice. My inspirational photographs inform and illustrate ideas for each sample | have created so far:
the sharp and harsh sheets of ice as well as the repeated lines of a frozen waterfall have informed techniques such as
wrapping, embroidery and crochet. Each sample so far has been created using an icy blue and grey colour theme,
reflecting the cool and crisp tones found in arctic conditions. When selecting artists to research and techniques to camy
out, | have made visual links to repeated lines or distressed/decayed textures found on inspirational photographs from
the intemet and ones taken myself. In the majority of my samples, there is a sense of direction created through the
repetition of vertical lines inspired by icicles and delicate snowflakes formed in freezing conditions.

| feel as though as | have deailt with time pressures well so far in the project, there have been a couple of techniques in
which typically are more time consuming due to the delicate or technical nature, for example crocheting or hand
embroidery. With techniques that are slightly more time consuming | allowed myself a littie longer fo ensure that they
were finished to a high standard and didn't look messy or rushed. There were also techniques in which | feel more
experienced in which weren't as fime consuming, for example Olivia Hardman's layering technique is one in which | am
familiar with and have created various similar samples over fime. As a whole, there are only a couple of fiddly or infricate
techniques that | have created in the project so far, such as wrapping and crocheting. These are techniques, in which |
plan fo continue using and developing further up to my final outcome, meaning that | will have to allow mon; fime
working on such fechniques over less detailed/intricate techniques. In order to develop my work further under the theme
of arctic, | plan to experiment with scale particularly with crochet and wrapping. to understand whether chunkier
delicate is most effective. | will continue to use a sense of repetition and building layers linking back to ideas inspi:;

from the arctic, with techniques explored previously and possibly infroduce a new suitable technique.
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The majority of the techniques in the experimental

| have developed my ideas from early on in the project by drawing fashion ilustrations after each sample. although I find
sketching challenging sometimes, | overcame this by simplifying ideas and drawing repeated shapes and lines fo ponray
the arctic theme. In order to stay linked o the arctic theme at every stage, | used both primary and secondary images in
my sketchbook fo provide ideas on colour, textures/patterns, shapes, leading lines, etc. When creating three potential
design ideas for the final outcome, | had a clear idea of the techniques and fabrics which | wanted fo use due to discussing
which were the most effective in the midpoint evaluation. The only thing which differed slightly in the designs was the:
overall shape of the wall hanging and whether it would be presented vertically or horizontally, the technique ideas
remained very similar. My design ideas could be improved by incorporating more arctic inspired colours, for example in my
skefches | have mainly focused on turquoises and deep blue's, missing out metallic silvers and greys, which is a key feature
of my chosen environment.

My final piece is made up of techniques which | experimented with earlier on in the project, such as crocheting, wrapping
and the Olivia Hardman technique of layering, stitching and fraying. The colour scheme has remained the same in every
sample and illustration, blues/greys/silvers inspired by the crisp and frosty arctic. Also | have tried to repeat shapes and lines
in my samples, as this is a very typical idea found in natural environments, the repetition of vertical lines links to the

ion of snowflakes, frozen waterfalls and icicles. In my opinion, the one aspect of my final outcome which shows the
greatest skill and control is the wraps, | am so happy with how they turned out as this can be a challenging technique at
times depending on the fabrics used. Having practiced this technique a lot before, | knew that thicker and stronger fabrics
were the most effective to hold together tightly, | opted for denim, a cord like fabric and dyed calico with shiny turquoise
organza on the top. To finish off | wiapped metaliic sliver/grey crochet yam and other decorative threads on top of the
wire fo cover the rusty and rough surface. If | were fo go back and improve my final piece wall hanging, | would possibly fry
to include another technique such as Suffolk puffs on a small scale in between the frayed and cut edges and also fo
enhance a shiny/sparkle effect appliqué some iridescent beads where there was a spacel
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