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PERFORMANCE 
CALCULATOR 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6  

A LEVEL 
PRACTICAL  
– SEPT 2016 

LIMITED ABILITY BASIC ABILITY EMERGING COMPETENT ABILITY COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
ABILITY 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED 
ABILITY 

EXCEPTIONAL ABILITY  

Taxonomy partial, inconsistent, literal, 
elementary, minimal, rushed, 
sporadic, naïve, little creative 
intent, disjointed, pedestrian, 

credible, lacks control over the 
formal elements, vague aims  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

straightforward, deliberate, just 
adequate, methodical, superficial, 
unrefined, crude visual language, 
simplistic reflection, plays safe, 

unresolved, contextual references 
explored but lack relevance, 
defines aims with some 
understanding, developing control 
over the formal elements 
 
 
 
 
 

predictable, broadening, makes 
progress, relevant, description not 
explanation, demonstrates 
intentions, appropriate, sufficient 

control, emerging individuality, 
thorough, adequate control over 
the formal elements, contextual 
references inform journey, pursues 
aims with understanding  
 
 
 
 

diverse, effective, purposeful, 
consistent, skilful, coherent, 
imaginative, informed, some 
perception, satisfies creative intent, 

engaged, consistent control over 
the formal elements, contextual 
references inspire creativity, 
realises some aims, 
 
 
 
 
 

independent, realised, sensitive, 
creative, sustained, highly 
inventive, critical, perceptive, 
comprehensive, in-depth, 

insightful, original, genuine creative 
journey, refined, in-depth 
reflection, exciting, comprehensive 
control over the formal elements, 
contextual references shows some 
personal insight, fully realises all 
aims and objectives 
 
 
 

inspired, surprising, unique, 
authoritative, genuine discovery, 
adventurous, accepting of the 
unexpected, challenging, fully 

informed, questioning, dexterous, 
erudite, highly intuitive, daring, 
insightful and comprehensive 
exploration of contextual 
references, ideas synthesised into 
highly sophisticated realisations, 
goes beyond aims to produce 
surprising realisations, control over 
the formal elements demonstrate 
fluent sensitivity and understanding  
 

 

AO1  
Develop ideas 
through sustained 
and focused 
investigations 
informed by 
contextual and 
other sources, 
demonstrating 
analytical and 
critical 
understanding  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO1 total: 
 
 
   11 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BASIC EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
 
purposeful, 
informed 
coherent 
contextual references inspire 
creativity, 
consistent, 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED EXCEPTIONAL 

AO2  
Explore and select 
appropriate 
resources, media, 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes, 
reviewing and 
refining ideas as 
work develops  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO2 total: 
 
 
   11 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BASIC  EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
 
purposeful, 
engaged, 
informed 
realises some aims, 
consistent control over the formal 
elements 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED EXCEPTIONAL 

AO3  
Record ideas, 
observations and 
insights relevant to 
intentions, 
reflecting critically 
on work and 
progress  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO3 total: 
 
 
   11 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BASIC EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
 
purposeful, 
engaged, 
informed 
effective 
skilful, 
consistent, 
coherent 

realises some aims, 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED EXCEPTIONAL 

AO4  
Present a personal 
and meaningful 
response that 
realises intentions 
and, where 
appropriate, makes 
connections 
between visual and 
other elements  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO4 total: 
 
 
   11 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BASIC EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
 
purposeful, 
realises some aims, 
contextual references inspire 
creativity, 
skilful, 
consistent control over the formal 
elements 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED EXCEPTIONAL 

       Total mark: 
44 

 



Examiner commentary

This submission meets a consistent level of assessment throughout, falling into the middle of the Competent and Consistent 
Performance Level across all Assessment Objectives. The intention is purposeful and made clear from the outset – to explore the title 
of ‘Similarity and Variation’ through an investigation of historic portraiture and portrait photography, recreating historic styles 
through contemporary subjects. 

Visual and contextual research is engaged and coherent and demonstrates an informed understanding of the contextual references. 
As a result, the candidate develops skilful and coherent responses, realising some aims through a Competent series of portrait 
photographs that demonstrate consistent control over the formal elements. The development of the investigation remains close to 
sources, is consistent and engaged, with contextual influences inspiring creativity. It does not yet explore and develop the original 
ideas and genuine creative journey that would raise marks to the highest position in Performance Level 4.

AO1: The submission begins with an engaged and informed explanation of the work of Maisie Maud Broadhead, described by the 
candidate as the ‘re-working and re-interpretation of historical paintings through the medium of photography’. The candidate 
presents a purposeful and coherent critical review of Broadhead’s intentions, with an informed understanding of the manipulation of 
formal elements within the artist’s photographic reconstructions. These contextual references inspire creativity throughout the 
development of the investigation, informing and underpinning the project theme throughout.



Examiner commentary continued

AO2: The assessment of AO2 consistently addresses descriptors within Performance Level 4. Taking inspiration from artists and photographers such as 
Millais, and Julia Margaret Cameron, the candidate shows an informed contextual understanding when selecting appropriate models, costumes, and 
settings for a series of experimental photoshoots. These realise some aims and demonstrate the engaged and informed exploration of technical issues 
such as composition, pose, costume and lighting. There is consistent reviewing and refining of ideas and images throughout the photoshoots, resulting 
in skilful and meaningful photography developed through consistent control over the formal elements. 

AO3: Similarly, in AO3, assessment is securely established in the middle of Performance Level 4.  Contextual references continue to inspire creativity in a 
set of photographic transpositions of the work of Frederic Leighton and Jules Dalou. The candidate realises some aims in effective photographic 
observations of drapery inspired by the sculptures of both artists. Informed critical review and visual understanding is evident within this series of 
photographic responses as the submission begins to display more individuality, although does not yet meet the descriptors of ‘imaginative’ or ‘original’ 
that would raise marks to the top of Performance Level 4.

AO4: The resulting photographic outcome demonstrates all the characteristics of a Competent and Consistent submission. The investigation is realised 
through a series of skilful photographic portraits that demonstrate a consistent control of the formal elements. They are a purposeful resolution of the 
visual enquiry established at the start of the candidate’s creative journey. The development of ideas is purposeful and informed with a coherent 
understanding of contextual sources. These contextual references inspire some creativity; they do not yet demonstrate the imaginative and original 
personal ideas that would support assessment at a higher level within Performance Level 4. The submission securely meets mid-level 4 assessment 
throughout, consistently addressing, and inter-relating all AOs throughout the investigation.



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9



10



11



12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36


	Chloe Commentary.pdf
	Slide 1: Examiner commentary
	Slide 2: Examiner commentary continued




