
  GCE A Level 
Advanced
Art and Design

Fine Art
Component  1

GILBERT

Total Mark 70 (56+PS14)



AO1

Develop

AO2

Explore and 
Select

AO3

Record

AO4

Realise
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Study

Mark

Performance 
Level

Total 
out of 90

70

14       14       14       14       14

5         5  5  5  5



PERFORMANCE 
CALCULATOR 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6  

A LEVEL 
PRACTICAL  
– SEPT 2016 

LIMITED ABILITY BASIC ABILITY EMERGING COMPETENT ABILITY COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
ABILITY 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED 
ABILITY 

EXCEPTIONAL ABILITY  

Taxonomy partial, inconsistent, literal, 
elementary, minimal, rushed, 
sporadic, naïve, little creative 
intent, disjointed, pedestrian, 
credible, lacks control over the 
formal elements, vague aims  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

straightforward, deliberate, just 
adequate, methodical, superficial, 
unrefined, crude visual language, 
simplistic reflection, plays safe, 
unresolved, contextual references 
explored but lack relevance, 
defines aims with some 
understanding, developing control 
over the formal elements 
 
 
 
 

predictable, broadening, makes 
progress, relevant, description not 
explanation, demonstrates 
intentions, appropriate, sufficient 
control, emerging individuality, 
thorough, adequate control over 
the formal elements, contextual 
references inform journey, pursues 
aims with understanding  
 
 
 
 
 

diverse, effective, purposeful, 
consistent, skillful, coherent, 
imaginative, informed, some 
perception, satisfies creative intent, 
engaged, consistent control over 
the formal elements, contextual 
references inspire creativity, 
realises some aims, 
 
 
 
 
 
 

independent, realised, sensitive, 
creative, sustained, highly 
inventive, critical, perceptive, 
comprehensive, in-depth, 
insightful, original, genuine creative 
journey, refined, in-depth 
reflection, exciting, comprehensive 
control over the formal elements, 
contextual references shows some 
personal insight, fully realises all 
aims and objectives 
 
 
 

inspired, surprising, unique, 
authoritative, genuine discovery, 
adventurous, accepting of the 
unexpected, challenging, fully 
informed, questioning, dexterous, 
erudite, highly intuitive, daring, 
insightful and comprehensive 
exploration of contextual 
references, ideas synthesised into 
highly sophisticated realisations, 
goes beyond aims to produce 
surprising realisations, control over 
the formal elements demonstrate 
fluent sensitivity and understanding  
 

 

AO1  
Develop ideas 
through sustained 
and focused 
investigations 
informed by 
contextual and 
other sources, 
demonstrating 
analytical and 
critical 
understanding  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO1 total: 
 
 
14 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

BASIC EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT CONFIDENT AND ASSURED 
 
 
genuine creative journey, 
 
critical, perceptive 

EXCEPTIONAL 

AO2  
Explore and select 
appropriate 
resources, media, 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes, 
reviewing and 
refining ideas as 
work develops  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO2 total: 
 
 
14 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BASIC EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT CONFIDENT AND ASSURED 
 
sustained 
 
comprehensive 
 

EXCEPTIONAL 

AO3  
Record ideas, 
observations and 
insights relevant to 
intentions, 
reflecting critically 
on work and 
progress  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO3 total: 
 
 
14 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BASIC EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT CONFIDENT AND ASSURED 
 
comprehensive control over the 
formal elements, 
 
sensitive 

EXCEPTIONAL 

AO4  

Present a personal 
and meaningful 
response that 
realises intentions 
and, where 
appropriate, makes 
connections 
between visual and 
other elements  
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 AO4 total: 

 
 
14 

LIMITED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BASIC EMERGING COMPETENT COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT CONFIDENT AND ASSURED 
 
fully realises all aims and 
objectives 
 
personal insight 

EXCEPTIONAL 

       Total mark: 
56 
 



PERFORMANCE 
CALCULATOR 

Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Level 4 Level 5 Level 6  

A LEVEL 
PERSONAL STUDY 
– SEPT 2016 

LIMITED ABILITY BASIC ABILITY EMERGING COMPETENT ABILITY COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
ABILITY 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED 
ABILITY 

EXCEPTIONAL ABILITY  

Taxonomy partial, inconsistent, literal, 
elementary, minimal, rushed, 
sporadic, naïve, lacking, disjointed, 
pedestrian, credible,  
study naively informs practical 
work, elementary use of written 
language 
 
 
 
 
 

straightforward, deliberate, 
methodical, superficial, unrefined, 
simplistic reflection, plays safe, 
unresolved, study adequately 
informs practical work, adequate 
use of written language  
 
 
 
 
 
 

predictable, makes progress, 
relevant, description not 
explanation, demonstrates 
intentions, appropriate, sufficient, 
control, thorough, adequate, signs 
of understanding, developing 
analytical skills, study consistently 
informs practical work, developing 
and broadening use of written 
language 
 
 
 

diverse, effective, purposeful, 
consistent, coherent, imaginative, 
informed, some perception, 
engaged, fulfils intended aims, 
study perceptively informs practical 
work, consistent and effect use of 
written language 
 
 
 
 
 

independent, realised, sensitive, 
creative, sustained, critical, 
perceptive, comprehensive, 
insightful, original, genuine creative 
journey, refined, in-depth 
reflection, exciting, genuine 
personal investigation, study 
authoritatively informs practical 
work, articulate and highly effective 
use of written language 

 
 

inspired, surprising, unique, 
authoritative, genuine discovery, 
adventurous, accepting of the 
unexpected, challenging, synthesis 
of ideas, fully informed, 
questioning, dexterous, erudite, 
intuitive, daring, study informs 
practical work with sophisticated 
insight, highly articulate and 
sophisticated use of written 
language 

 

Personal study 

(AO1/A02/ 
A03/AO4) 
  
Develop ideas 
through sustained 
and focused 
investigations 
informed by 
contextual and 
other sources, 
demonstrating 
analytical and 
critical 
understanding  
 
Explore and select 
appropriate 
resources, media, 
materials, 
techniques and 
processes, 
reviewing and 
refining ideas as 
work develops  
 
Record ideas, 
observations and 
insights relevant to 
intentions, 
reflecting critically 
on work and 
progress  
 
Present a personal 
and meaningful 
response that 
realises intentions 
and, where 
appropriate, makes 
connections 
between visual and 
other elements  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 Total mark 

for the 
Personal 
Study (part 
of A level 
Component 
1): 
 
 
14 

LIMITED ability in the use of 
written communication and 
specialist terminology and LIMITED 
ability across the Assessment 
Objectives in the personal study 
 
 

BASIC ability in the use of written 
communication and specialist 
terminology and BASIC ability 
across the Assessment Objectives 
in the personal study 
 

EMERGING COMPETENT ability in 
the use of written communication 
and specialist terminology and 
EMERGING COMPETENT ability 
across the Assessment Objectives 
in the personal study 
 

COMPETENT AND CONSISTENT 
ability in the use of written 
communication and specialist 
terminology and COMPETENT AND 
CONSISTENT ability in the 
Assessment Objectives in the 
personal study 
 

CONFIDENT AND ASSURED ability 
in the use of written 
communication and specialist 
terminology and CONFIDENT AND 
ASSURED ability in the Assessment 
Objectives in the personal study 
 
critical 
 
genuine personal investigation 
 
authoritatively informs practical 
work, 

EXCEPTIONAL ability in the use of 
written communication and 
specialist terminology and 
EXCEPTIONAL ability in the 
Assessment Objectives in the 
personal study 

 

  

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/art-and-design-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials


AO1: This submission develops with independent and inventive ideas, driven by close observations of people, objects and natural forms as well as wide 

ranging contemporary contextual sources that are constantly informing the idea development. A theme develops into a study of the act of looking 

closely at the world, demonstrating that the candidate has in-depth critical understanding, which clearly positions their ability as Confident and 

Assured. 

AO2:  In this candidate’s intuitive drawings of insects, we can see them making connections between the source images and the process  of continuous 
line to create subtle and sensitive explorations, which are taken into monoprint to create unexpected outcomes. These are backed  up by annotations 
that are insightful and explain the thinking behind the work, showing that the candidate is open to discoveries as they occur.  The work is reviewed with

concise annotations, and we see Level 5 refinement of technique and concept, as a body of work is developed with more complexity.

Examiner commentary

This candidate has reached Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured Ability, with a comprehensive and genuine creative journey  based on ‘the 
Unseen’. Their early sculptural explorations, for example a figure reaching towards the city, already show inventiveness. A wide  range of contemporary

sources are referenced, and we see the candidate develop their own personal insight from a study of Claes Oldenburg, in the paintings of a household

iron. Drawings of insects and complex reflective surfaces demonstrate a comprehensive control of visual language, and aims are fully realised in 
exciting, large-scale drawings.



Personal Study: This study ’Revealing the Unseen’ is a good example of a strong Confident and Assured piece of writing. The 

candidate has understood the significance of the artists Hockney, Estes and Landy to their own ideas, and has used highly effective 

language to explore their work. The study is informed in its argument, making critical observations and comparisons that clearly

connect to the candidate’s practical work, but also wider conceptual ideas.

AO4:  There is an assurance in the personal insight clearly visible in the realisations of, in the candidates own words, the unseen,

which are exciting and fully realised. Though this work is highly inventive, and confidently realised, it has yet to become unexpected

and surprising, and so is therefore accurately described by mid-Performance Level 5, Confident and Assured characteristics.

Examiner commentary  continued

AO3:  Observations are made with Confident and Assured recording from the candidate's own photographs. Not content with 

playing safe, this candidate uses sustained recording from portrait, figure and natural form subject matter to study complex 

reflective surfaces in their own constructed arrangements of objects, refining ideas with in-depth critical reflection to enable further

development.
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