
 

Functional Skills Level 2 Reading 

Question 10, Level 2 Reading: Language Features 

Question 10 on the Level 2 Functional Skills Reading paper is about language features. Using 

the sample papers as a guide, let’s have a look at what is required. 

The Questions 

 

 

 

 

In this 

instance, the 

candidate 

needs to 

identify two 

language 

features used 

to persuade in 

the text with 

actual 

examples. 

 

In this 

example the 

candidate 

needs to 

identify two 

language 

features used 

to advise in 

the text with 

actual 

examples. 

 



 

The Texts 

 

  

Direct Address, 

e.g. Thank you 
Positive 

Language, e.g. 

love, 

enthusiastic 

Rule of Three, 

e.g. 

interesting, 

challenging 

and rewarding 

Hyperbole / 

Exaggeration, 

e.g. endless, 

constantly 

Numbers / 

Figures / 

Percentages / 

Statistics, e.g. 

1.5 million 

people 

First person / 

Use of I or my, 

e.g. I never 

really 

considered 

Repetition, e.g. 

very, very hard 



 

 

 

 

The Mark Schemes 

The mark schemes for these questions state: 

• Award 1 mark for each valid language feature identified, up to a maximum of 2 

marks 

• Award 1 mark for each valid and linked example, up to a maximum of 2 marks 

In other words, the language feature and the example must match up. 

In addition, other valid language features not highlighted here can be accepted, but note 

layout features, such as heading, bullet points and paragraphs are not accepted. 

Rhetorical 

Question, e.g. 

are you 

completely… 

Direct address, 

e.g. if you 

think you and 

your family… 

Repetition / 

rhyme, e.g. no 

pain, no gain 

Informal / 

colloquial 

language, e.g. 

digital 

downtime 

holiday, doing 

your own thing Idiom / slogan, 

e.g. no pain, 

no gain 

Numbers / 

Figures / 

Percentages / 

Statistics, e.g. 

200 times a 

day 

Use of steps / 

stages, e.g. 

first of all… 

Alliteration, 

e.g. dial down 

Command, e.g. 

set yourself 

realistic 

targets 

First person, 

e.g. we use 

them, in our 

phones 

Modal verbs, 

e.g. they 

might, you 

must 


