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Exemplar Student answers with examiner comments 

About this booklet 

This booklet has been produced to support mathematics teachers delivering the new Functional 
Skills Mathematics specification (first assessment summer 2019). 

The booklet looks at questions from the Retired Set 6 which is available on the web as a practice 
paper. It shows real student responses to these questions, and how the examining team follow the 
mark schemes to demonstrate how the students would be awarded marks on these questions. 

How to use this booklet 

Our examining team have selected a student on the pass mark. Following each question, you will 
find the mark scheme for that question and then the student response with accompanying examiner 
comments on how the mark scheme has been applied and the marks awarded, and on common 
errors for this sort of question. 
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Examiner comments 

1. 3 marks  

A fractional increase question. The learner finds 1/3 of 18 and adds this on accurately. All the marks 
can be awarded. Learners should be encouraged to calculate with fractions and not try to convert to 
a decimal equivalent. This often leads to 1/3=0.3 and then an incorrect answer. 
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Examiner comments 

2. 2 marks 

The substitution is correct. The only error here is the inability to divide 540 by 5 accurately. An 

answer of 18 is given. This cannot be right, if we have more than 500 to begin with, we know when 

we divide by 5 the answer should be greater than 100. Learners should sense check answers to 

calculations as they go. 
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Examiner comments 

3. 0 marks  

Instead of adding the distances this learner tries to subtract but at no point do they engage with 
converting the fraction to a common denominator. Hence no marks can be awarded. 
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Examiner comments 

4a. 0 marks  

There is no clear method shown and the answer although not totally clear is not 0.25 No marks can 
be awarded. 

4b. 1 mark 

 27 is given instead of 127, in this case a little more care/concentration may have led to the correct 
answer. This is probably an arithmetic error.  

4c. 1 mark  

The leaner correctly selects and uses 8. However, they should have used 46 not 88. So just one mark 
can be given. 
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Examiner comments 

1a. 2 marks  

A fully correct answer testing knowledge of speed, distance and time.  

1b. 1 mark  

A clear reverse calculation is shown for the check. 
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Examiner comments 

2a. 2 marks 

The table is used to show the products required as working. The last step to find the mean is not 
shown but the answer is correct so this step can be implied. Both marks can be awarded.  

2b. 1 mark  

A correct statement to compare the ranges and as such compare consistency is seen. 
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Examiner comments 

3. 0 marks  

This learner does not engage with the 1 adult to 5 pupils’ part of the question and so cannot receive 
any marks. 
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Examiner comments 

4a. 2 marks 

A correct conversion is given. The answer is accurate, and the decision given.  

4b. 1 mark  

An accurate reverse calculation, with answer, is given. 
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Examiner comments 

5. 2 marks  

Marks A and B can be awarded for the first line here. It is a full process to work with compound 
interest for 2 years. The learner then uses 2.5% with 4000 and does not use a compound method, 
hence no more marks can be awarded. The distinction between simple and compound interest is a 

level 1/level 2 discriminator. 
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Examiner comments 

6a. 1 mark 

Correct coordinates given. 

6b. 1 mark  

The letter C is within tolerance of the required point. The use of 'x' when plotting points is better and 
should be encouraged.  

6c. 1 mark  

Correct answer stated. 
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Examiner comments 

7a. 2 marks  

The median is found accurately with working shown.  

7b. 2 marks  

750 is extracted from the table and the calculation to find 6% of this value is performed accurately. 
Both marks can be awarded. 
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Examiner comments 

8. 1 mark  

The first calculation 28 x 5 is 'beginning to work with area', so the A mark can be awarded. The 
learner then does not calculate the area correctly. There is a need for learners to know how to work 
out the area of a triangle without being given a formula. There is no attempt to use the given rule. 
The division by 7 is not on a metric area and so is not worthy of any marks. On the mark scheme the 
use of '3' x 6.45 means that the 3 must come from a correct process. 40 is used here instead of 3 and 
is not from a correct process so no more marks can be awarded. 

  



 

© Pearson Education Limited 2023 

Functional Skills Maths | Level 2 Exemplar | Set 6 | Learner 1 

 

  



 

© Pearson Education Limited 2023 

Functional Skills Maths | Level 2 Exemplar | Set 6 | Learner 1 

 

 

 

Examiner comments 

9a. 1 mark  

This line is within the tolerance allowed.  

9b. 1 mark  

Negative is enough for this mark as it describes the correlation.  

9c. 0 marks  

28 is not correct, it is too low. 
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Examiner comments 

10. 0 marks  

No attempt at this question is seen. The use of scale drawings is often set and practice at drawing 
different lengths using scale may help learners develop the skills required for this type of question. 
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Examiner comments 

11. 3 marks  

This is the three linked question. We are required to set (at least) one question on each level 2 paper 
that uses all the three areas of the specification. This is usually a 5 or 6 mark question.  

Mark A is awarded for the median.  

Marks B and C are awarded for working with all the officials and their total fees.  

There is no attempt to work with the 67% given in the question and so no more marks can be 
awarded. 
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Examiner comments 

12. 6 marks  

The volume of the cuboid is calculated first. This allows the C mark to be awarded. The formula is 
then used in stages and all the stages together are a full process so marks A and B can be awarded.  

The volume of the cuboid is then used with 7 and 45 to work out how much chocolate is available 
per sphere. There are now two figures which can be compared. Accuracy to 33 and 31 is the 
requirement here. The decision is given on the next page as no.  

The sentence after is not quite the correct interpretation but as this is not a requirement of the 
question it has been condoned.  

It is also worth noting that 199.5 x 7 is 1396.5 and the figure written is 1.396.5, we do often see a 
decimal point used instead of a comma and as long as this is consistent and non-contradictory we 
accept this notation. 

Total marks learner has achieved for the whole paper is 37 marks. 

The threshold pass mark for this retired set was 36 marks.  
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